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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE REPUBLIC DAY
OF AZERBAIJAN

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2022

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, as Co-
chair of the House Azerbaijan Caucus, | am
honored to recognize the Republic Day re-
cently celebrated in Azerbaijan.

On May 28, 1918, the National Assembly of
Azerbaijan adopted their Declaration of Inde-
pendence, becoming the first secular democ-
racy in the region. After being invaded by the
Soviet Union and incorporated into the USSR,
Azerbaijan again restored its independence on
August 30, 1991.

Azerbaijan is a significant partner to the
United States and plays a key role in energy
security, supporting Israel, and ensuring sta-
bility in the region.

Azerbaijan has been a leader in the South-
ern Gas Corridor, which will ultimately de-
crease the Caspian region’s dependence on
Russian oil, a critical effort especially at this
time of Russian aggression.

A strong ally to the U.S. and other inter-
national partners, Azerbaijan has stood strong
with the U.S. and NATO forces by providing
critical refueling stations and fighting side-by-
side with U.S. troops in Afghanistan. Azer-
baijan contributed to the security of Kosovo
and Iraq, and promotes peacekeeping oper-
ations under the United Nations and NATO.
Committed to global nonproliferation efforts
and peacekeeping operations, Azerbaijan also
participates as a member of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe.

Given Azerbaijan’s position as a partner of
the United States in a critical area of the
world, | urge my colleagues to join me in ex-
pressing support for Azerbaijan’s independ-
ence and commending the people of Azer-
baijan on their Republic Day.

————

IN MEMORY OF DR. ANTHONY
OWENS PARKER

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2022

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to an awesome vi-
sionary, college administrator, educational ex-
pert, consensus building community leader
and friend of long standing—Dr. Anthony
Owens Parker. Sadly, Dr. Parker transitioned
on June 6, 2022. His homegoing service was
held at the Mount Zion Missionary Baptist
Church in Albany, Georgia on June 10, 2022,
at 11:00 a.m. The amazing story of Dr. An-
thony Parker began with his birth on January

12, 1953, in Orangeburg, S.C. to the union of
the late Mr. Lee and Mrs. Henretta Parker. He
was reared in St. Matthews, South Carolina
where he spent his formative years. He at-
tended John Ford High School, but ultimately
graduated from St. Matthews High School in
1971.

His higher education journey took him to his
beloved South Carolina State University where
he earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Accounting and Master’'s Degree in Rehabilita-
tion Counseling. Always seeking to improve
himself through education, he went on to earn
a Specialist in Education Degree from Augusta
State University and his PH.D from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. In addition, he is also
a graduate of the Institute of Educational Man-
agement at the Harvard University Graduate
School. His professional journey of excellence
began as a marketing instructor at Augusta
Technical College before becoming the Vice
President of Student Services at both South-
eastern Technical College and Aiken Tech-
nical College. These positions were the foun-
dation for his next post which would change
the course of technical education in Southwest
Georgia when he was named as the fifth
president of Albany Technical College in 1995.

At the time of his passing, he was the long-
est serving President in the Technical College
System of Georgia with 27 years. During his
presidency, he raised the bar of excellence for
himself, Albany Technical College, and South-
west Georgia. Dr. Parker’s vision was keenly
focused on establishing the college as a work-
force development institution that placed grad-
uates in sustainable employment opportunities
that would improve the quality of their lives
and by extension the Southwest Georgia Re-
gion. He was truly community focused and
knew the college could not reach its full poten-
tial unless it had the support of the commu-
nity. He developed partnerships with commu-
nity organizations, industry and other institu-
tions of higher learning in the State which en-
hance the impact of Albany Technical College
in fulfilling its mission. Because of his vision-
ary leadership, Albany Technical College is
ranked among the top technical colleges in
Georgia and in the Nation.

Anthony Parker was a man of faith.
Throughout his life he demonstrated Christian
principles and during his later years worshiped
faithfully at Bethel AME Church in Albany,
Georgia. Moreover, he achieved many suc-
cesses during his life and career, but none of
this would have been possible without the
grace of God; his high school sweetheart and
loving wife of 49 years, Sandra Pinkney
Parker; his children, Dr. Kimberly A. Parker,
Commander Andrea Parker Smith and Richard
Anthony Parker; along with his granddaughter,
Parker Elizabeth Smith.

On a personal note, Dr. Parker was my
friend and my brother in the bond of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. | was always im-
pressed by his calm demeanor and his knack
for dealing with people in a respectful way
even under the most difficult circumstances.

He was humble and always treated people the
way they deserved to be treated. Dr. George
Washington Carver was often quoted as say-
ing: “How far you go in life depends on your
being tender with the young; compassionate
with the aged; sympathetic with the striving;
and tolerant of the weak and the strong be-
cause someday in your life you will have been
all of these.” Dr. Anthony O. Parker was such
a man. He rose from humble beginnings and
achieved the pinnacle of success because he
accepted and fulfilled God’s purpose for his
life. Albany Technical College, Southwest
Georgia, our Nation, and the world are better
because Dr. Anthony Owens Parker passed
this way.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the more than
730,000 residents of Georgia’'s Second Con-
gressional District, in paying tribute to Dr. An-
thony O. Parker and in extending our deepest
sympathies to his family, friends, and loved
ones during this difficult period of bereave-
ment. Moreover, we pray that they will be con-
soled and comforted by an abiding faith and
the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks, and months
ahead.

RECOGNIZING DR. GRISWOLD

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2022

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise to honor a man who has dedicated his life
to public service and thank him for his service.

After 22 years on the Miller County Health
Center Board of Trustees, Dr. Scott Griswold
is retiring. For more than two decades Dr.
Griswold has been instrumental in the oper-
ations of the board. Dr. Griswold had multiple
roles on the board of Trustees. He provided
medical oversight and standing orders for the
agency, while giving continuous quality im-
provements for the agency and community.
Most notably, in 2000, Dr. Griswold worked
with the citizens of Miller County to establish
sustainable funding for the Board, and he de-
veloped the agency’s annual Health &
Wellness Grant, where non-profits can apply
for funding to improve nutrition, increase phys-
ical activity, and other initiatives to improve
health and wellness in the county.

My fellow Miller County residents and | have
been truly blessed to have such a gifted and
dedicated physician on the County’s Health-
Center Board. We are endlessly grateful for
Dr. Griswold’s service.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Dr. Griswold for his 22 years of service
and congratulating him on a well-deserved re-
tirement.
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